Media Release
Government support needed to put sports on the development agenda 
Second large Conference on Sports as a Development tool in Capital successfully organised
1 December 2011, New Delhi: More than 200 practitioners, policymakers and individuals attended a first-of-its kind international meet on Sport as a tool for development in the Capital today. Organised jointly by Magic Bus, the Australian Sports Outreach Programme, the British Council and the Delhi University, the meet brought together representatives from more than 40 organisations from all over the world. 
Speaking at the Conference, Mr. Poul Hansen, Head of Office, United Nations Office on Sport for Development and Peace, said: “Sports is about inclusion. There is need in India to create more partnerships to make sporting facilities and opportunities available for all. The government has an important role to play in this context.”   
Vivek Ramchandani, Coordinator, Australian Sports Outreach Programme, said: “The Summit is all about creating partnerships and synergetic relationships amongst practitioners in the development fraternity and to validate the remarkable findings emerging from the work of sport for development agencies. This is their forum and we sincerely hope that their voices will be heard far and wide so that more and more agencies across development sectors appreciate and start using sport as a cost effective and result oriented means for development.”
Launching the Maidan magazine, Matthew Spacie, founder and CEO, Magic Bus India Foundation said, “We need the government to support us in putting sports on the education and development agenda.” 
Log on to the Maidan portal at www.maidan.in 
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